Influence of tibial bone quality on loosening of the tibial component in total knee arthroplasty for rheumatoid arthritis: long-term results.
This study examined the relationship between the bone quality of the proximal tibia, which was quantitatively investigated by histomorphometric method at the time of total knee arthroplasty, and the occurrence of loosening of an all-polyethylene tibial component in nine rheumatoid arthritis patients. Despite severe osteoporosis, there was no loosening after 12.8 years. These results suggest that even severe osteoporosis does not influence the occurrence of loosening of a cemented, all-polyethylene tibial component in rheumatoid patients with low activity levels. We recommend the use of all-polyethylene tibial component for low-activity patients.